
Champaign Public Library Director’s Report – February 2020

New & Noteworthy

Feb 17 – Community Job Fair  We are hosting our first Community Job Fair (Feb. 17, 
4:30–6:30 pm) for anyone looking for a job or thinking about changing careers. Participants 
will get to meet employers and learn about the new career services at the library. We are 
partnering with 35 area employers and job resources, including Parkland College, University 
of Illinois, Champaign Unit 4 School District, Champaign-Urbana Mass Transit District, the  
City of Champaign, and Champaign Park District. Attendees will also have a chance to enter a 
raffle to win a Chromebook, Macy’s gift card, or a one-on-one consultation with our experts.

Feb 27 – Start + Grow Your Business Expo  Our Start + Grow Your Business  
Expo (Feb. 27, 5:30–8:30 pm) is now in its second year. Last year we focused exclusively on  
agencies that provide support for funding. This year the Expo will bring a range of small 
business resources under one roof, including the Small Business Development Center at 
Champaign County EDC, University of Illinois Office for Business Community Economic  
Development, Champaign County Chamber of Commerce, and Siebel Center for Design. We 
are also featuring graduates of the Douglass Branch–based Entrepreneur Coaching Academy. 

Mar 7 – Llama Llama Party  We are expecting hundreds of pajama-clad kids and families 
at the Llama Llama Party (Mar. 7, 3–5 pm). Activities will include games, crafts, and getting a 
photo taken with the beloved book character. The Facebook event page has already reached 
6.8K people with 450 responding as interested.

New Tech for Teens at Both Locations  Through the generosity of the Library 
Friends, we have 10 new laptops for teens to use. In addition, we are adding three new  
3D printers, made possible with support from the Library Friends and Champaign Rotary.   
Two will be added to our tech tools at the Main Library and one, to the Douglass Branch. 



Program Highlights

Big Fun for Kids + Families at the Library 

n Pop-Up Playground with KOOP   
On January 11, KOOP Adventure Play created an indoor kids-build-it playground that 
brought 271 participants to the library, including 100 people in the first seven minutes! 
Kids built structures out of giant boxes and other recyclables in a setting designed for 
child-directed play.

n Homeschoool Fair Helped Local Families
 The Homeschool Fair on January 25 was enjoyed by 173 parents and kids, and featured  

12 community organizations that support homeschool families. Activities included a panel 
discussion focused on best practices. 

n Teddy Bear Hospital Hosted 236 Kids and Families
This year’s Teddy Bear Hospital drew 50% more participants—236 kids and family 
members (not counting their teddy bears).

Word Is Getting Out about Get that Job! Career Services  
Every week we hear another success story from participants in the library’s Job Club and 
career seminars. We are also seeing how much customers trust us, because they are bringing 
in friends and family members and introducing them to library staff for help getting a job. 

Teens Attendance Tops Last Year – 20K
We have already surpassed last year’s total for the number of teens spending time at the 
library. As of the first week of February, we’ve welcomed more than 20K teens!

Artwork by 52 Students from Champaign Unit 4 Featured in Exhibit
We hosted an opening reception in the FriendShop Bookstore for our 11th “The Art Con-
nection: Schools to Library” exhibition, with 125 kids, teens, family members, and teachers 
attending.  The show features artwork by 52 students from Booker T. Washington STEM 



Douglass Branch Highlights

New! Friday Night Jam Sessions Start in March  We are launching a new series to 
bring together musicians, lyricists, and vocalists, at the Douglass Branch. The group will meet 
after hours (6–8 pm) on the first Friday of the month, March through June. Douglass Branch 
staffer Danté Scott met with Krannert Center for the Performing Arts staff, Don Albury and 
Crystal Womble, to discuss the strategy for setting this up. 

Douglass Branch Updated with New Shelving and Front Desk  
We installed new shelving, a LEGO table, and a custom-built desk in early January. One  
customer enthused, “I love what you guys have done to the place, it looks and feels great!”

Club Fred Now Every Day After School    
We expanded Club Fred activities to include every day after school. Recently, a customer 
asked if we had anything happening on Fridays. When we told him about Club Fred, a boy 
came running from the computer lab calling out, “There’s Club Fred today?! I thought Club 
Fred was only on Mondays. I’m coming!” 

Community Partners  We met with members from City of Champaign staff and  
Champaign County Community Coalition about reducing gun violence in our community. 
 
 

Attendance at Douglass Branch events topped 500 participants during January.

In celebration of Black History Month, Douglass Branch staff will lead the 17th annual Battle of 
the Books, involving nearly 500 kids, parents, and teachers. (Feb. 29, 11 am–4 pm, Main Library)



 

Library Love from Our Customers

n A mom and her girls stopped at the Children’s desk and asked for help finding books 
about robotics for Rachel, who’s about 10. Rachel usually gravitates toward fiction and 
historical fiction. A bit later, the mom stopped back at the desk. “You’ll like this,” she said. 
“Rachel is back there and her eyes are like this.” She made her eyes huge and then quoted 
Rachel: “This is a part of the library I never knew about!” The family has a rule that each 
girl can check out only as many books as she can carry. “Rachel has a stack like this”— 
mom indicated a stack about 18 inches tall—“and she says she can carry a few more.”

n “We’re so lucky to have you."

n One of our three- or four-year-old customers, Elizabeth, was leaving with one of the new 
Launchpads. She was hugging it and swaying back and forth. She told us, “I had one before, 
so now I wanted to get another one!”

n From Champaign Rotary President Janet Ellis-Nelson: “Thank you so much for coming to 
read a story to the children at Champaign Rotary’s Family Christmas Party. I thought you 
did a wonderful job, especially since you were being interrupted by the boy who needed  
to insert ‘Gingerbread Boy’ into every page of the story! I have made a donation to the 
Champaign Public Library Foundation as a thank-you.”

n A frequent library volunteer donated a sewing machine and was very excited about it 
being used during Teen Lounge. She shared this compliment: “The open and welcoming  
activities at the Champaign Public Library bring joy and involvement to the youth and 
adults who come in. This is the way to include kids and grow the community of love,  
learning, and unity. So good! Congratulations and thank you.”

Library Love especially for the Douglass Branch:

n “Words can’t explain how much I appreciate you, you go above and beyond to help me 
and my family whenever we come to the Library. Douglass Branch is one of the best places 
to go in Champaign!”

n “I’m not sure if some of the kids in this neighborhood would make it if you guys weren’t 
here.”

n A grandpa brought his seven-month-old granddaughter to a Babies Love Books story-
time and said, “She is happy whenever she hears we are going to the library.”

n A young customer hurried into the library after school with a broad smile and  
announced, “I’ve been waiting all day to show you what I did!” He held up his hands to  
show he’d taken the leftover parts of the socks from the previous day’s DIY Kids: Sock 
Snowmen workshop and made hand warmers.


