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New & Noteworthy

Juneteenth Presents Powerhouse Performers from Chicago 
In collaboration with the Champaign Park District, the Douglass Branch is hosting our  
community’s annual Juneteenth Emancipation Day Celebration on Saturday, June 15,  
from 12 to 3 p.m. Performers include Ayodele Drum & Dance (pictured above), Jean-René 
Balekita, Ngoma Expressions, and local DJs. Kevin Woods, a.k.a. Mr. Lincoln, will read the 
Emancipation Proclamation. Families can enjoy a bounce house, face painting, a character 
artist, and raffles for free prizes. Juneteenth is made possible with support from the Library 
Friends, Meijer, and IlliniCare. 

New Mobile App 
Our new mobile app is now available for iOS and Android. (champaign.org/mobile)

Get That Job! Career Classes & Job Club 
In June, we’re offering a three-week series taught by Carrie Harris, career counselor from 
Parkland College. At the first Get That Job workshop—“Composing a Remarkable Resume 
and Cover Letter” on June 6—participants didn’t want to leave, staying in the room to ask  
additional questions and get personalized advice. Next up? Job seekers can sign up for the 
new Job Club, offered in July and August. The club meets twice a week for five weeks, for a 
total of 20 hours of free training and guidance. (champaign.org/get-that-job)

Travel Discounts Courtesy of Your Champaign Library Card
In partnership with the Reaching Across Illinois Library System (RAILS), we now offer  
Explore Illinois discount passes for special attractions. (champaign.org/travel)



Program Highlights

Great Author Paula McLain Delighted Local Fans & Book Club Members  
On May 29, New York Times bestselling author Paula McLain told wonderful, moving stories 
about her evolving journey as a writer who imagines the lives of exemplary women, includ-
ing two who were married to Ernest Hemingway. Her latest novel, Love and Ruin, follows 
war correspondent Martha Gellhorn, who was the only woman among 160,000 men to step 
on the beach at Normandy on D-Day. Next up in the Great Authors at the Library series:  
Lisa Scottoline will visit Champaign on October 1. 

Smarty Pants Big Balloon Show Draws 270 Kids and Families 
The two performances of the Smarty Pants Big Balloon Show in May brought in 270  
visitors. The Chicago-based performers were so entertaining some families chose to  
stay for both shows!

Live! Music for Kids Summer Series 
Saturday afternoons this summer feature our music series for kids and families, with a  
lineup of well-known Chicago-based performers, including Jodi Koplin of Jigglejam,  
Laura Doherty, ScribbleMonster, Jeanie B, and Little Miss Ann.

Get Curious! Summer Reading Kickoff Party Hosts Hundreds 
On May 19, community members of all ages enjoyed our party to kick off the all-ages  
Get Curious! Summer Reading Challenge. The children’s and family activities were  
immensely popular  —with 304 trying the 10 Curiosity Stations, including giant bubbles  
in the Children’s area, 413 getting their face painted, and 302 making Curiosity Viewers.  
The first 300 kids and teens got to take home a free T-shirt. And everyone who signed up  
for Summer Reading got a coupon for a free book from the FriendShop Bookstore.  



Douglass Branch Highlights

New! Entrepreneur Coaching Academy 
We are partnering with the Illinois Small Business Development Center at Champaign  
County EDC and Business Elevator of CU to present a five-week intensive for area  
entrepreneurs and those who are thinking about starting a business. All 15 seats filled fast 
so we had to start a wait list. The Entrepreneur Coaching Academy will meet Mondays and 
Wednesdays (July 8–August 7) at the Douglass Branch. Topics include idea development, 
communication, critical thinking, time management, conflict resolution, emotional intelli-
gence, and agile leadership. The series culminates in a Business Showcase as part of CU Days 
in Douglass Park (August 10).

Storytimes, DIY Kids, and Tween Happenings 
During May, 458 kids and teens participated in 41 activities we offered at the Branch,  
including 30 “super” kids who joined in a Superhero Extravaganza as part of the DIY Kids  
series. We partnered with the Champaign Park District to offer mask-making, superhero  
action training, and matching games. Each participant took home superhero swag and  
selected a superhero-themed book to help build their home library.



 

Library Love from Our Customers

“Thank you Champaign library for offering incentives for reading over the summer!  
The prospect of getting chocolate chip cookie dough and Jets pizza has them reading  
this summer. #Motivation”
—Photo and comments shared via Facebook

Compliments shared via Facebook the day the library’s new mobile app launched: 

 “Love love the new mobile app! The old one was so clunky!!! Finally! We have an app  
 that befits the fabulous and modern Champaign Public Library!”

 “Love it! So much easier to navigate! Thank you!” 

“Thank you for all that you do each day at Douglass! Our son started in January coming over 
from BTW after school, and he has had a wonderful experience. We appreciate the work you 
do to help [him] and all the other kids have a positive, enriching experience.” The 5th grader 
added: “Thanks for being so cool with us!” 
—Card received from parents of a Booker T. Washington 5th grader

A customer came into the Douglass Branch very frustrated because she needed her SafeLink 
phone unlocked. She knew her doctor’s office and her parole officer were trying to reach 
her but she had been unable to unlock her phone to contact them. We found the SafeLink 
customer service number for her and let her use the library’s phone to call. We stayed with 
her while the operator helped her try to unlock her phone and encouraged her to stay on 
the line even as she grew increasingly frustrated with how long it was taking. It ended up 
being a very long call, but by the end, she had a tracking number for the new phone they are 
sending her. She was very grateful that we went the extra mile to help her. 

After signing up for Summer Reading and downloading the Beanstack app, a mom stopped 
at the Children’s desk to say she LOVES this new way of tracking reading and she’s sure 
they’ll participate in our reading clubs more than they used to. 


